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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will explore the political, economic, social, and demographic forces impacting development patterns in metropolitan areas, with a particular focus on Philadelphia. We will examine the government policies, economic forces, and social attitudes that affect the way a region grows and develops. Specific topics to be discussed include the factors that make a region competitive, the city's changing role in the region, evolving regional housing markets, and the effects land use and zoning laws have on the places and people that make up a region. 

Course Structure and Student Requirements

This course is structured as a weekly 3-hour seminar course.  Each session will consist of both lectures and discussion of reading and issues.  Attendance is required.  The seminar will rely heavily on active discussions.  Each of you will be expected to post comments about the reading on the blackboard the night before class, and to walk in the door having read the assigned materials.  30% of your grade will be based upon class participation.

Each student will be responsible for one short paper, approximately 5 pages in length due on 2/14/08.  15% of a student’s grade will be based on this short paper. Each student will also be responsible for one major seminar project, consisting of two parts: (1) a research paper and (2) a seminar presentation of the research paper’s key findings. In February I will distribute a list of potential research topics and a guideline for the structure and preparation of the papers and presentations.  During the last month of the seminar, I will devote some time at the end of each seminar session to the development of the research topics and the structure of the papers. Between seminars, I will be available by telephone during the workday or e-mail to discuss project ideas, challenges, and provide research references or guidance.  30% of a student’s grade will be based on the research paper.   25% will be based on the presentation of the research to the class. 

Course Readings

In order to reduce student expense, all of the readings for this course listed below are available on Blackboard or online.  Students, however, will not be excused from their readings because they could not obtain internet service or their printer did not work.  I therefore recommend that you save these documents in a CS&R file so that they are available when you need them.

Seminar Schedule and Assignments:

Seminar 1 (1/17):  Introductions, outline of topics and issues to be discussed in this seminar and expectations for the class.  

Seminar 2 (1/24):  Metropolitan Regions – What Are They 

Readings:  Bruce Katz of the Brookings Institution, Smart Growth: The Future of the American Metropolis, London School of Economics (July 2002)  http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2002/11metropolitanpolicy_katz.aspx
Excerpt from The Regional City by Peter Calthorpe and William Fulton, Regional Review Summer 2001 Issue pp. 18-21. (Blackboard)

Emerging MegaRegions: Studying the Southeastern United States, Georgia Institute of Technology (2006) http://www.cqgrd.gatech.edu/PDFs/PAM_overview_1-30-06.pdf 

Facts And Figures: Who Sprawls Most? How Growth Patterns Differ Across the U.S., The Brookings Institution Survey Series (2001).
Seminar 3 (1/31):  Role of Policy Choices and Federal Laws in Creating Regional Dynamics 

Readings:  Kenneth Jackson,  Crabgrass Frontier:  The Suburbanization of America, Oxford University Press (1987) pp. 116-137, 174-218; Robert Fishman, The American Metropolis at Century’s End:  Past and Future Influences, Fannie Mae Foundation Housing Policy Debate, Volume 11, Issue 1, 2000; Joseph Persky, Haydar Kurban, Report: Do Federal Funds Better Support Cities or Suburbs? A Spatial Analysis of Federal Spending In the Chicago Metropolis; Margaret Pugh O’Mara, Learning from History:  How State and Local Policy Choices Have Shaped Metropolitan Philadelphia’s Growth; Metropolitan Philadelphia Policy Center (2002) http://www.metropolicy.org/ ; David Rusk, Inside Game/Outside Game, The Century Foundation (1999) Excerpt from p. 63 –125.
Seminar 4 (2/7):  Suburbs, First Suburbs and Boomburbs

Readings: Robert Land and Jennifer LeFurgy, Boomburbs:  The Rise of America’s Accidental Cities (2007) Chapter 1; Puentes and Orfield, Valuing America’s First Suburbs, http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2006/02metropolitanpolicy_puentes/20060215_FirstSuburbs.pdf   
 Brookings Institution (2002); Myron Orfield American Metropolis: The New Suburban Reality, The Brookings Institution (2002) pp.23-48 - Chapter 2  (accompanying maps can be found at www.metroresearch.org/maps;  Alan Berube, Audrey Singer, Jill H. Wilson and William H. Frey, Finding Exurbia: America's Fast-Growing Communities at the Metropolitan Fringe,  The Brookings Institution (October 2006) http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2006/10metropolitanpolicy_berube.aspx
Seminar 5 (2/14):  1st Paper Due – Regional Housing And Office Markets  

Readings:  Tom Bier, Moving Up, Filtering Down: Metropolitan Housing Dynamics And Public Policy, Brookings (Sept 2001) http://www.brookings.edu/es/urban/publications/bier.pdf, A Discussion Paper prepared for the Brookings Institution Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy (Sept 2001); William Apgar, The Municipal Cost of Foreclosures: A Chicago Case Study, Homeownership Preservation Foundation (February 27, 2005) (Executive Summary Only)

http://www.nw.org/network/neighborworksProgs/foreclosuresolutions/documents/2005Apgar-DudaStudy-FullVersion.pdf ; Robert Lang, Office Sprawl: The Evolving Geography of Business, The Brookings Institution Survey Series (2001) http://www.brookings.edu/es/urban/officesprawl/lang.pdf ; Michael Porter, Clusters and the New Economics of Competition (1998) http://www.dotcomventuresatl.com/Downloads/HBS_Clusters.pdf
Seminar 6 (2/21):  Land Use/Zoning and Planning 

Readings:  Rolf Pendall, Robert Puentes, and Jonathan Martin, From Traditional to Reformed: A Review of the Land Use Regulations in the Nation’s 50 Largest Metropolitan Areas (2006)

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2006/08metropolitanpolicy_pendall/20060802_Pendall.pdf  

Bettie Buss, Urban Initiatives Relative to Land Use Planning, Michigan Land Use Leadership Council

http://www.michiganlanduse.org/resources/councilresources/Urban_Initiatives_Rel_LU_Planning.pdf 

One Acre Minimum Lot Size Requirement in Zoning Ordinance Held to Be Unconstitutional, University of Pennsylvania Law Review, Vol. 106, No. 2 (Dec., 1957), pp. 292-298  http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0041-9907(195712)106%3A2%3C292%3AOAMLSR%3E2.0.CO%3B2-4 
Seminar 7 (2/28): Urban Revitalization Efforts – Bringing Private Investment Back to Cities 

Readings:  Paul S. Grogan & Tony Proscio, Comeback Cities: A Blueprint for Urban Neighborhood Revival (Boulder, CO., Westview Press, 2000).  Pp.11-47; other readings to be provided.

Seminar 8 (3/6):  Must Submit Topic for Final Project.  Philadelphia, A Case Study 

Readings:  To be provided prior to class.

Seminar 9 (3/20) – Environmental Challenges Facing Cities And Suburbs 

Readings:    2007-2008 Seattle Climate Action Plan: Progress Report

http://www.seattle.gov/climate/docs/SeaCAP%20Progress%20Report2007.pdf ; Environmental City of Chicago Action Agenda:  Building The Sustainable City http://egov.cityofchicago.org/webportal/COCWebPortal/COC_EDITORIAL/EnvActionAgenda.pdf ; Greener London:  The Mayor’s State of Environment Report for London (2007)

http://www.london.gov.uk/gla/publications/environment/soereport/soe_summary.pdf 

In Suburbia:  Delivering Sustainable Communities, The Civic Trust (2005)

http://www.civictrust.org.uk/policy%20and%20campaigns/campaigns/Suburbia%20brochure%202005.pdf 

Seminar 10 (3/27)  Metropolitan Growth, Segregation and Poverty 

Readings: Urban Sprawl-Causes, Consequences and Policy Responses: Chapter 4  john powell, Sprawl, Fragmentation, and the Persistence of Racial Inequality pp. 73-118 and Paul Jargowsky, Sprawl, Concentration of Poverty and Urban Inequality pp. 39-72.Gary Orfield and Nancy McArdle, The Vicious Cycle: Segregated Housing, Schools and Intergenerational Inequality, Civil Rights Project of Harvard University (August 2006) http://content.knowledgeplex.org/kp2/cache/documents/2086/208618.pdf;  Matt Fellowes, From Poverty, Opportunity: Putting the Market to Work for Lower Income Families The Brookings Institution (July 2006) (Executive Summary Only)  http://media.brookings.edu/mediaarchive/pubs/metro/pubs/20060718_povop.pdf
Seminar 11 (4/3):  Immigration and Diversity 

Readings:  None. 

Seminar 12 (4/10):  Final Research Papers Due. Discussion Of Next Steps For Cities, Suburbs And Regions For 1st Half Of Class, Final Project Presentations For The Second Half Of Class.
Seminars 13 (4/17) and 14(4/24):  Final Project Presentations
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