Sociology 100-601: Introduction to Sociological Research

Meeting time and place

Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8 p.m.
McNeil, Room 410

Instructor

Kristin Turney

Email: turney@sas.upenn.edu

Office: McNeil Building, room 254B 

Office phone number: (215) 898-1496

Office hours: TBA
Course description

This course provides a broad overview of how sociologists gather and analyze information to generate and test hypotheses about the social world. This course will introduce students to a variety of research designs (including quantitative, qualitative, historical/comparative, experimental, and archival), focusing on the assumptions behind each as well as how this research may inform sociological theory. By the end of the semester, students will have experience conducting three types of research: quantitative data analysis, ethnography, and in-depth interviewing. In addition, the course will focus on training students to become active and critical consumers of sociological research. 
Required materials

1. Investigating the Social World (fifth edition), by Russell K. Schutt

2. Promises I Can Keep, by Kathryn Edin and Maria Kefalas

3. Additional readings that will be placed on the Blackboard course website
4. Small cassette or digital tape recorder

All books are available at the University of Pennsylvania bookstore and are on reserve at the library. 

Course requirements

(Additional details about projects will be distributed in class.)

Quantitative research project (15%): Students will be required to perform quantitative data analysis with the statistical package SPSS. 


Ethnography research project (15%): Students will have the opportunity to conduct their own field research and turn in field notes about their experience. 
In-depth interviewing research project (15%): All students will conduct an in-depth qualitative interview.
Midterm exam (20%): The midterm exam will consist of short answer questions, and it will be based on all lectures and reading material up until the exam. 
Final exam (25%): The final exam will consist of short answer questions. The exam will be cumulative, and it will be based on all lectures and reading material throughout the semester. 
Participation and other assignments (10%): Students are expected to attend every class and arrive on time. Repeated absence or tardiness will affect the student’s grade.  Additionally, several short assignments will be assigned throughout the semester (most of which will be completed in class).
Grading

Students who want an A grade must demonstrate they have mastered 93% of the course material. Students whose final average is 90% to 92% will receive an A-, 87% to 89% a B+, 83% to 86% a B, 80% to 82% a B-, and so on. Students must score at least a 60% to pass the course. 

If you disagree with a grade you received, you may submit a written request for a review of the exam question or assignment.  Written requests will be accepted during the seven-day period after you receive the graded exam or assignment.  Written requests must include your argument for why you think you should have received a different grade.  Please note that grade reviews may result in your grade being changed either up or down.

Policy on academic integrity
Plagiarism or cheating in any form will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to university policy. If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, consult the Academic Bulletin or see me.

Course schedule

I will attempt to follow the course schedule as closely as possible. Any changes to the schedule will be announced in class and posted on Blackboard. The readings listed on the syllabus are the readings you are to have completed before that class. 

PART ONE: FOUNDATIONS OF SOCIAL RESEARCH
Week 1: Introduction, Course Requirements, Course Goals
Jan. 16 
Schutt, chapter 1
Week 2: Theoretical Perspectives in Sociological Research
Reading: 
Schutt, chapter 2

Jan. 21

No class, Martin Luther King Day
Jan. 23

Week 3: Research Design, Conceptualization, and Measurement 
Reading: 
Schutt, chapters 3, 4, and 6
Knab, Jean, and Sara McLanahan. 2006. “Measuring Cohabitation: Does How, 

When, and Who You Ask Matter?” Pp. 19-33 in Handbook of Measurement Issues in Family Research, edited by S.L. Hofferth and L.M. Casper. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.


Jan. 28

Jan. 30


Week 4: Sampling
Reading: 
Schutt, chapter 5

Michael, Robert T., et al.  1994. “The Sex Survey.” Pp. 15-41 in Sex in 
America: A Definitive Survey.  Boston: Little, Brown and Company.  

Feb. 4

Due: 2-page reaction to U.S. News and World Report rankings
Feb. 6


PART TWO: DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

Week 5: Survey Research
Reading: 
Schutt, chapter 8

Igo, Sarah E. 2007. The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the 

Making of a Mass Public. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press. Introduction.
Feb. 11
Due: Sampling assignment
Feb. 13

Week 6: Quantitative Data Analysis
Reading: 
Schutt, chapter 14

Carlson, Marcia, Sara McLanahan, and Paula England. 2004. “Union Formation 

in Fragile Families.” Demography  41(2): 237-261.
Sarah Meadows, Sara McLanahan, and Jeanne Brooks-Gunn. 2007. “Parental 
Depression and Anxiety and Early Childhood Behavior Problems Across Family Types.” Journal of Marriage and Family 69(5): 1162-1177.
Feb. 18

Feb. 20

Week 7: Quantitative Data Analysis, Continued
Reading: 
Schutt, chapter 15

Feb. 25

Feb. 27
Due: Quantitative research project 
Week 8: Experimental Designs and Evaluations
Reading: 
Schutt, chapters 7 and 11

Pager, Devah. 2003. “The Mark of a Criminal Record.” American Journal of 

Sociology 108: 937-975.

March 3

March 5

Week 9: Spring Break
March 10: 
No class, Spring Break
March 12: 
No class, Spring Break
Week 10: Qualitative Research
Reading: 
Schutt, chapter 9 

March 17
March 19
Midterm
Week 11: Qualitative Research, Continued
Reading: 
Gibson-Davis, Christina, Kathryn Edin, and Sara McLanahan. 2005. “High 

Hopes but Even Higher Expectations: The Retreat from Marriage among Low-Income Couples.” Journal of Marriage and Family 67(6): 1301-1312.


Promises I Can Keep, selections
March 24

March 26
 Due: Ethnography research project 
Week 12: Qualitative Data Analysis
Reading: 
Promises I Can Keep, selections
March 31

April 2


Week 13: Qualitative Data Analysis
Reading: 
Schutt, chapter 10
April 7

April 9


Week 14: Historical and Comparative Research
Reading: 
Schutt, chapters 12 and 13
April 14
April 16

PART THREE: CRITIQUES, POLITICS, AND ETHICS OF SOCIAL RESEARCH

Week 15: Sociology in Critical Perspective
Reading: 
Burawoy, Michael. 2004. “Public Sociologies: Contradictions, Dilemmas, and Possibilities.” Social Forces 82(4):1603-1618.
Tittle, Charles R. 2004. “The Arrogance of Public Sociology.”  Social Forces 82(4):1639-1643.


Nielsen, Francois. 2004. “The Vacant ‘We’: Remarks on Public Sociology.” Social Forces 82(4): 1619-1627.
April 21

April 23
Due: In-depth interviewing project 
Week 16: Review for Final
April 28
Final exam
Wednesday, May 7, 6:30 to 8 p.m. The final exam will take place in the regular classroom.
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