  Sociology 100-001, Research Methods, Ross Koppel, Ph.D., Sociology Department, Spring 2006
T&Th, 10:30-Noon, TOWNE Bldg, Rm 321, University of Pennsylvania.  Koppel’s office: McNeil 563, 898-7679, rkoppel@sas.upenn.edu.    TA: Julie Szymczak, jszymcza@sas.upenn.edu.  
Course Description.  This course introduces the principles and practices of social research. The course examines the: basic structure of scientific reasoning, logic and practice of research design, relationship between theory and research, forms of data collection, analysis of data, and presentation of findings.  We also discuss evaluation research, ethical issues with social research, and the uses of research.  For about 25% of the course, students will use a statistical software program—although statistics, per se, is less than 25% of the course. The course balances lectures and readings with in- and out-of-class exercises. 

Office Hours.  Thursday, 9:30-10:30 AM, after class, and by appointment.   At the Social Research Corporation, I may be called during usual business hours: 215 576-8221. (This number sometimes rings at my home: please be kind.)  Also, as students work on assignments, my office hours are extended.   
Text.  (At the Pennsylvania Book Center on 34th St., just above Walnut St; not at the University of Pennsylvania Bookstore/B&N.)  Investigating the Social World: The Process and Practice of Research.  5th Edition, Russell K. Schutt.  Thousand Oaks, CA.: Sage Publications.  2006.  (Note: The book is under the “Pine Forge” imprint, a division of Sage Publications).  The book comes with a student disk and with SPSS for students.  
In addition, I shall hand out data, articles, readings, and other materials to students in class, via the internet, and/or via Blackboard. There will be a demonstration from Penn’s social science librarian.

IV. Course Requirements.  An in-class midterm exam and a final exam. Written assignments will be required throughout the semester.  Some assignments will require use of a computer.  Those without access to a computer may use the Undergraduate Computer Lab (UDAL).  The course grade will reflect:  1. the midterm exam: 30%; 2. the final exam: 30%; 3. classroom participation, which included in-class exercises (e.g., conducting interviews and presentation of group projects): 10%; and 4. completion of research assignments (which includes your write up of your group’s reseach): 30%. 
You are responsible for the assignments on the dates listed.  Please see the assignments and due dates. Read ahead in this syllabus: some assignments will require planning and extra time.   
	Date
	Topic: Lectures & In-Class Work 
	            Readings
	Exercises and Assignments

	Jan 17
	Intro; & Structure of research articles
	Handouts: ASR ref. format
	None

	    22
	SPSS and Library Use
	Appendix F (on disk), Appendix D
	In class demonstrations of SPSS and library use.

	    24
	Social Science and Society
	Ch 1; App. C (incl article) 
	Assignments # 1 (a and b), below

	    29
	Theories & Epistomologic  Underpinnings 
	Ch 2 & App. F (on disk) App D.
	ch1: spss ex 3 (p 29). And ch2 spss ex 1 (all parts)

	    31
	
	Ch 2 & work on class survey
	

	Feb 5
	The Process of Research
	Ch 3 & work on class survey
	spss ex 3&4 (for 4, try only 1 test, not all 4); practice ex 2

	     7
	
	Ch 3
	

	   12
	Conceptualization and Measurement
	Ch 4 & work on class survey
	Start to develop a research proposal with your group.  Discussion q. 3 (see exhibit 4.16); web ex 1;  spss 1,2,3

	   14
	
	Ch 4
	

	   19
	Causation and Research Design
	Ch 6 (note chapt order!) 
	Disc qu 1; pract ex 1 (cd rom for help; pract ex 2 1st sent only. spss 1 a-d

	   21
	
	Ch 6  work on class survey
	

	   26
	Sampling
	Ch 5
	Disc quest 1,2; pract ex 2; spss1 and 2 a-g; dev research proposal 1.  Assignment 2, below

	   28
	
	Ch 5  & work on class survey
	

	Mar 4
	Experiments  (& review)
	Ch 7
	Prac ex 3 (to help you, only--not graded); spss 1, 2 a-c

	    6
	
	Ch 7   (Portion of class = Midterm)
	

	11, 13
	Spring Break  (

	   18
	Surveys
	Ch 8 & work on class survey
	Disc quest 2 (all); spss 1, 2, 3, 5; proposal questions 1 & 2. 

	   20
	
	Ch 8
	

	   25
	Statistics
	Ch 14 (order)
	Analysis of class survey. spss ex 1 (all parts).  More analysis of class survey, and write up of your findings. Assignment no. 3, below 

	   27
	
	Ch 14  & work on class survey
	

	Apr 1
	
	Ch 14
	

	    3 
	Qualitative Methods & Analysis; & Content Analysis (via Ch 13)
	Ch 9   
	Pract ex 1, web ex 3; dev research prop 1. Assignment 4, below.

	    8
	
	Ch 9 and 10  Demonstration of qual. methods software. 
	Article hand out; Ch 10 prac ex 3; work on group projects; 

Ch 13 disc quest 3.   Content analysis of newspaper, TBA.

	   10
	
	Ch 10 and parts of 13
	

	   15 
	Historical/Comparative and Secondary Data (via Ch 13)
	Ch 12 and parts of 13
	Ch12: pract ex 6;   Assignment 5 (a & b) below 

	   17
	Evaluation Research
	Ch 11  & work on class survey
	Pract ex 1.

	   22
	Reporting Research
	Ch 15
	Preparation for group presentations

	   24
	Presentations
	Group presentation and report of your class project, with self evaluations and group evaluations of your participation.  

	   29
	Presentations and Review 
	

	30 - May 2:  Reading Days

	May 5-13:  Final: As per University schedule


 Assignments (not reflected in grid above).
1a.  Describe the structure of the serious research article you have read in the library or via Penn library access.  What is the author trying to do?   What is (are) the hypothesis(es)?    Did the author (s) support the hypothesis(es)?   What were the methodological difficulties that affected the research?   Give a full reference for this article (see ASR format).    1 page total.   

	1b. 
 Last digit SS  #
	Write two hypotheses about relationship between:

	1 – 2
	class and TV watching
	3-4     
	crime and the economy

	5 – 6
	health and income
	7-8  
	size of college and quality of education

	9 – 0
	voting behavior and newspaper reading 


2.  Locate one or more newspaper articles reporting the results of an opinion poll.  What does the article provide on the sample?  What additional information would you need to know if the sample was representative of the population discussed in the article.

3.   Develop a brief survey on the topic of your class project. The survey will probably not be administered except in class as a pedagogic exercise.  It should contain questions on basic demographics, one scale-type question, one open-ended question, one or two contingency questions, and four closed-ended questions.  It should be about 1 or 2 pages long.  

4. For your group project.  Each student must write a literature review of his/her project.  (Note: The class will select one to four topics for research.)  You must have at least six references from serious professional journals.   The literature review should be about two pages, which does NOT include the list of references.  There is no room for padding or poor organization.  References must be in proper format.  Please see the handout from the American Sociological Review on reference style.  Number the pages and staple them together.

5a.   Examine the shifting definitions of “in the labor force.”  In 4 sentences, explain what this means for historical research.  

5b. .   Looking through Statistical Abstracts:  Find a data table that has information that you would not have known about or that contains information you find surprising.   What is the table? (Give full source and title).  What questions/hypotheses does this table suggest to you.    Total assignment is ½ page. 
