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Course Description
One of the fundamental principles guiding the study of crime is that “criminals” are fundamentally different than their law-abiding counterparts. In this course, we will challenge this notion, exploring the often blurry distinctions between crime and conformity. We will examine underground economic activities on a continuum of strategies designed to generate income and interrogate the causes and consequences of our current policy of mass incarceration. A series of brief writing exercises will develop skills in critical reading and analysis, description, argumentation and comparison.  Students will engage in writing workshops, peer review exercises, and revisions. We will also have the opportunity to speak with former prisoners and incorporate their stories into our writings on crime.

Course Texts
Texts are available at The Penn Book Center, on the corner of 34th and Sansom Streets.
Bourgois, Philippe. 1996. In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lopez, Steve. 1994. Third and Indiana. New York: Viking Books.
Maimon, Elaine P. and Janice H. Peritz. 2003. A Writer’s Resource: A Handbook for Writing and Research. Boston: McGraw-Hill Higher Education.

Ross, Valerie, ed. 2005. The Practice of Writing. Boston: Pearson Custom Publishing.

Santos, Michael. 2006. Inside: Life Behind Bars in America. New York: St. Martin’s Press.
Course Requirements and Expectations

Students are expected to come to class having done all the readings and prepared to actively engage in discussion.  In addition, students should be prepared to engage in the following writing exercises: daily journaling, essays, peer review, and workshops.
Online Journaling:  Each weekday throughout the semester, you will be expected to submit three lines to the course’s Blackboard site. You may write about whatever topic you choose. 
Short Essays will be required throughout the course of the semester. Students should expect to revise their essays at least once before submitting to the instructor. All essays should be typed, using 12-point font and with a 1” margin on each side. Please submit essays to the Assignments link on Blackboard by the start of class on the due date. Also, please bring two hard copies to class that day for peer review.

Peer Review of your colleagues’ work will be incorporated into your final grade. When evaluating others’ writing, please be specific as well as constructive.  Finally, don’t forget that sharing our writing with others often makes us anxious and uneasy; please be respectful when crafting your critique.

Workshops will allow students to showcase their best writing for the class as a whole, keeping us conscious that all of our writing should be done with an audience in mind. As you develop your short essays, please be prepared for them to be selected for a workshop. During these sessions (unlike the peer review), we will focus exclusively on the positive aspects of the piece.
Students are required to attend several (3-4) ten-minute Instructor Conferences, held during class time (e.g., during group work) or during office hours. Conferences will allow me to provide feedback on a paper you’ve recently drafted. Please use Blackboard’s Wiki tool to sign up for meeting times. Bring two hard copies of the paper with you to the conference.
You must confer with me within the first week of the course if you require accommodations for particular disabilities to meet course expectations and/or complete assignments.  Please notify me within the first two weeks if you plan to be absent while observing religious holidays.
All work should be original and the product of your own efforts.  Cheating, plagiarism, and/or academic dishonesty are not tolerated in any form.  If you have not already, please familiarize yourself with the University of Pennsylvania’s Code of Academic Integrity as defined by the Office of Student Conduct.  Information is at http://www.upenn.edu/osc/.
It is imperative that you are able to receive emails from me via the Blackboard site. Please notify me during the first week if you have not received any communication (I will send out a test message shortly before our first class meeting).
Policies:  


· No late papers accepted (you can revise a lousy paper but you can’t turn back the clock) 

· No unexcused absences (your final grade will drop by one-half point for


each unexcused absence)

· Ten minutes late, individually or cumulatively, equals an unexcused absence

· No incompletes given unless you have a *documented* family or personal emergency and have substantially and satisfactorily completed the coursework prior requesting the incomplete

· Plagiarists will receive an “F” for this course.     

An exception to any of these policies may be made in light of an extraordinary circumstance.   

Grades will be based on your class performance, demonstrated improvement of your writing skills throughout the semester, and your ability to provide constructive critique during peer review sessions and writing workshops. Grades will be determined using the following formula:
Midterm/ Final Portfolio


50%

Class Participation/ Effort/ Assignments
25%

Final Project/ Paper



25%

Contract B
This course is designed to improve your skills as a writer.  Quantifying something as abstract as improvement of individual skills is no easy task.  Nevertheless, one of the responsibilities of an instructor is to issue grades students have earned.  To that end, you are guaranteed a “B” for your final course grade if you meet all of the following conditions:

1. Establish competency as a writer through writing, revising, and participation in peer review sessions.

2. Submit no late assignments.

3. Attend all classes.

4. Fulfill all expectations as stated on the course syllabus.

5. Participate constructively and respectfully in all class discussions and group work activities.

Assessment of your writing will be conducted through a collaborative process with other critical writing faculty. To that end, I will ask you to submit both a mid-term and final portfolio, which will highlight your best work to date. Portfolios comprise 50% of your course grade.
The mid-term portfolio should include:

· The diagnostic essay (assigned week 1)

· One other in-class writing assignment, (argument, analysis, or exposition)

· Two or more drafts of a position paper, maximum 500 words, demonstrating one (or more) of the following rhetorical forms:  two reasons, straw man, concession, Nestorian

· Two or more drafts of a descriptive outline accompanying the position paper

· One draft of a peer review (descriptive outline)

Mid-term portfolios are due: Thursday, March 20th 
The final  portfolio should include:

· The contents of the mid-term portfolio: see above (note: you may revise these, if you wish)
· Two or more drafts of a paper: expository, descriptive, analytic, or argumentation, maximum 750 words

· An in-class writing assignment (argument, analysis, exposition, description)
· Two or more drafts of a descriptive/substantive/evaluative outline
· One or more drafts of a peer review (descriptive/substantive/evaluative)

· Cover letter narrating your writing process as well as the contents of your portfolio


The cover letter should introduce the pieces you have selected, explains how the works were revised, and describe what you have learned about writing from these pieces.  You will also be asked to state what grade you believe you deserve for this seminar and explain why you think you deserve that grade.

Final portfolios are due: Thursday, April 24th 
Book/ Film Review
In week 10, I will be assigning a review essay for a book or film that you believe addresses the causes or consequences of crime and/or deviance, or the rewards of conformity (or any combination of these). The choice is yours, so please select something you will enjoy. If you are stuck for suggestions, please talk to me.  During week 5, I will ask you to submit your selection.
Collaborative Final Project (25% of Final Grade)
For our final class project, I will ask you to collaborate in small groups to develop movie trailer mash-ups. Select two or more “crime flicks” to mash up. The experts at Weigle Information Commons will teach us how to edit our mash-ups, adding special effects and/or musical soundtracks. Final projects will be aired on the last day of class.
Also due on the last day of class is a brief, 500-word reflection paper relating this assignment to the writing skills taught in this class. Here, you will also discuss each group member’s contribution to the project.
Schedule of Readings and Assignments

WEEK ONE:

Thursday, January 17th 
· Introduction to course and diagnostic essay

***********
WEEK TWO:  The Writing (and Reading) Process / Thinking Broadly About 



Conformity
Tuesday, January 22nd 
· Reading Assignment: Becker, “Freshman English for Graduate Students” and “Authority and Persona”; Ross, pp. 41-59, 305-310, and 152-169 (Two Reasons)
· In-class freewriting assignment
Thursday, January 24th  


· Reading Assignment: Becker, Outsiders, selected chapters (Bb)
· Essay 1: Two Reason Essay First Draft Due

· In-Class Peer Review (Bring 2 hard copies)

***********

WEEK THREE:  Grammar & Citing Sources/ Why Do We Conform?
Tuesday, January 29th  


· Reading Assignment: Hirschi, “A Control Theory of Delinquency” (Bb); Maimon et al., Chap. 10
· In-class Grammar diagnostic
Thursday, January 31st 
 

· Reading Assignment: Goffman, “The Nature of Deference and Demeanor” (Bb); Maimon et al., Chap. 11
· Essay 1: Two Reason Essay Second Draft Due

· In-class Peer Review/ Descriptive Outline Exercise

· Personal proofreading sheet due

***********

WEEK FOUR:  The Revision Process/ Crime’s Place in the Life Course
Tuesday, February 5th  


· Reading Assignment: Ross, pp. 59-65, 317-326 and 246-67 (Nestorian Order); Blumstein et al., selected chapters (Bb)
· Essay 2: Nestorian Order First Draft Due

· In-Class Peer Review (Bring 2 Hard Copies)
Thursday, February 7th 



· Reading Assignment: Ross, pp. 147-187 (Constructive Reading)

· Personal Revision Process Summary Due

***********

WEEK FIVE: Descriptive Writing / Intermittency in Crime & Conformity
Tuesday, February 12th 



· Reading Assignment: Matza, “The Positive Delinquent”; “Drifting Into Delinquency” (Bb)
· Essay 2: Nestorian Order Second Draft Due
· Submit selection for book/ film review

Thursday, February 14th  



· Reading Assignment: Ross, pp. 65-73 and 327-36 (Straw Man)

· Essay 3: Straw Man First Draft Due
· In Class Peer Review (Bring 2 Hard Copies)
***********

WEEK SIX: Persuasive Writing / Crime and Conformity in Social and Cultural Context
Tuesday, February 19th 

· Reading Assignment: Lopez, Chaps. 1-11, Third and Indiana
· In-class collaborative/ persuasive writing exercise 
Thursday, February 21st 




· Reading Assignment: Lopez, Chaps. 12-24, Third and Indiana
· Essay 3: Straw Man Second Draft Due
· In-class collaborative/ persuasive writing exercise (conclusion)
***********

WEEK SEVEN: Writing Introductions & Testing Propositions/ 
Pathways Out of Crime: Social Bonds
Tuesday, February 26th 
· Reading Assignment: Bourgois, Introduction; Ross, pp. 73-80 and 337-55 (Concession)

· Essay 4: Concession Essay First Draft Due

· In Class Peer Review (Bring 2 Hard Copies)
Thursday, February 28st 

· Reading Assignment: Laub and Sampson, “Explaining the Life Course of Crime,” “Why Some Offenders Stop” (Bb); Ross, pp. 80-111 (Introductions and Propositions)

· In class midterm course evaluation

***********

WEEK EIGHT: Unity, Coherence, and Style/ Pathways Out of Crime: Self-Narratives
Tuesday, March 4th 

· Reading Assignment: McAdams, “The Meaning of Stories,” “Generating New Beginnings” (Bb)
· Essay 4: Concession Essay Second Draft Due

· Guest Speaker: “Sincere” (former prisoner)

Thursday, March 6th 
· Reading Assignment:; Maruna, “Introduction,” “Making Good” (Bb); Ross, pp. 111-143
***********

WEEK NINE: SPRING BREAK! No Class March 11th or 13th 

***********

WEEK TEN: Narrative, Voice and Anecdote/ How is Crime Like Work?
Tuesday, March 18th 
· Reading Assignment: Bourgois, Chaps. 1-3; Venkatesh, selected chapters
· In-class midterm evaluations

Thursday, March 20th 
· Mid-term Portfolios Due

· Meet in Weigle Information Commons Digital Media Lab (in Van Pelt) for iMovie Training 

***********

WEEK ELEVEN:  Summary & Analysis/ Why Do People Persist in Crime?: 
Lack of Opportunities
Tuesday, March 25th 
· Reading Assignment: Bourgois, Chaps. 4-5
· Personal Narrative First Draft Due

· In-class Strategy Session for Final Projects

· In-Class Peer Review (Bring 2 Hard Copies)
Thursday, March 27th 
· Reading Assignment: Bourgois, Chaps. 6-7
· Personal Narrative Second Draft Due

***********

WEEK TWELVE: Tone / Why Do People Persist in Crime?: Sneaky Thrills
Tuesday, April 1st 
· Reading Assignment: Bourgois, Chap. 8 and Epilogue
· Guest speaker: Philippe Bourgois, Author of In Search of Respect
Thursday, April 3rd  

· Reading Assignment: Katz, “Sneaky Thrills” (Bb)
· Book/ Film Review First Draft Due
***********

WEEK THIRTEEN: Word Choice & Imagery / Mass Incarceration
Tuesday, April 8th 
· Reading Assignment: Santos, Introduction-Chap. 8
Thursday, April 10th 

· Reading Assignment: Santos, Chap. 9-15

· Book/ Film Review Second Draft Due

***********

WEEK FOURTEEN: Community Re-Entry: A Revolving Door?
Tuesday, April 15th 
· Reading Assignment: Santos, 16-Afterward
· Meet in Vitale Digital Media Lab to Work on Mashups

Thursday, April 17th 

· Reading Assignment: Travis, “Reentry and Reintegration” (Bb) Holzer, “Will Employers Hire Former Offenders?”

· “Worst Paper” Contest Entries Due
***********

WEEK FIFTEEN: Alternatives to Punishment
Tuesday, April 22nd  

· Reading Assignment: Braithwaite, “Reintegrative Shaming, “Why and How Does Shaming Work?”
Thursday, April 24th 

· Reading Assignment: Schur, “Radical Nonintervention,” selected chapters (Bb)
· Final Portfolios Due
***********

WEEK SIXTEEN: 

Tuesday, April 29th
· Last Day of Class

· Mash-Up Screening and Short Presentations

· Reflection Paper Due (Re: Mashup Project)
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