SOC 007-601 – POPULATION AND SOCIETY

MW 5:30-7:00 p.m.

Spring 2008

Instructor: Monica Grant

Office: 266 McNeil Building

Email: grantm@sas.upenn.edu
Office hours: TBA

Course Description
Deciding when to get married or have children.  The death of a loved one. To use a condom or not. Where to live after you graduate. These are all very personal decisions and experiences.  However, when aggregated across a population, these processes shape the social, economic, and political world.  This class is an introduction to major topics in the study of population and the field of demography.  By examining historical trends and contemporary patterns in health, mortality, fertility, marriage, and migration, this class will help you understand how population changes and what implications these changes have for the environment, politics, and future generations.  
The major objective of this class is to build population literacy.  The media and politicians frequently use population statistics to support their arguments.  By the end of this course, you will have a better idea of what these statistics represent and to what end they are being used.  Among other issues, we will address the implications of population processes for the future of the AIDS epidemic, aging populations, urbanization, and global economic and political security.  Although you will be expected to identify and interpret basic population statistics, only basic arithmetic will be required for this course.
Required Readings:

All readings will be made available on Blackboard.  Please read all assigned articles before coming to class. Occasionally, some articles will contain concepts and passages that only require skim reading; in these cases, I will advise you in advance.
Course Requirements
Paper (3-5 pages)





1 paragraph proposal



  5%
Paper (3-5 pages) – due April 21

25%

Midterm Exam




25%


March 5
Final Exam





35%


Date TBA

Attendance and Participation



10%

Paper Options
Papers must be 3-5 pages, double spaced, in 12-pt Times New Roman font.  You must submit a one-paragraph description of your paper topic by February 19. All papers must cite at least two articles that you read in this class.  We will discuss proper citation styles and plagiarism in class.  Possible topics for your papers will also be discussed.  Choose ONE of the following topics:
(1) Find a newspaper (NY Times, Washington Post) or magazine article (The Economist, Time, Newsweek, etc.) on a population issue and write about the broader implications of this issue. You must provide a copy of the article with your paper.

(2) Choose a country and describe its mortality or fertility profile. Be sure to discuss possible issues that may arise in the future because of these current population patterns.  

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES
Jan 16 

Introduction



The Economist. “How to deal with a falling population.” (One page)
Jan 21

No Class – Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Jan 23, 28  
Population Data and Measurements



Weeks. Population: An Introduction. Ch 1, 2
Websites:




www.census.gov 



www.cdc.gov/nchs/ (National Center for Health Statistics)
www.who.int/healthinfo/morttables/en/index.html (World Health Organization - Mortality Database)

www.measuredhs.org (Demographic and Health Surveys)


www.mortality.org (Human Mortality Database)


MORTALITY
Jan 30, Feb 4
Mortality trends and patterns

S. Horiuchi. “Epidemiological Transitions in Human History.” Pp. 54-71. 
K. Hill “The Decline of Childhood Mortality” pp 37-50  

C.J.L. Murray and A.D. Lopez. “Mortality by cause for eight regions of the world: Global Burden of Disease Study.” Pp. 1269-1276 

M. McKee and V. Shkolnikov. “Understanding the toll of premature death among men in eastern Europe.” Pp. 1051-1055. 
Feb 6, 11
Health differentials






M. Marmot. “The influence of income on health: view of an epidemiologist.” Pp. 31-46.
M. Hayward et al. “The Significance of Socioeconomic Status in Expanding the Racial Gap in Chronic Health Conditions.”

A. Palloni and E. Aria. “Paradox Lost: Explaining the Hispanic American Mortality Advantage.”  
A. Case and C. Paxson. “Sex Differences in Mortality and Morbidity in the U.S.” pp. 189-214.

FERTILITY

Feb 13, 18  
Fertility trends and patterns




J.A. Martin, et al. (NCHS) “Births: Final Report, 2004.” Pp. 1-12.
Feb 20

Proximate Determinants of Fertility
J. Bongaarts and R. Potter. “Natural fertility and its proximate determinants”, “Regulated fertility and its proximate determinants.” Pp. 21-76.

Feb 25, 27
Fertility Transitions







K. Mason. “Explaining fertility transitions.” Pp. 443-454.


R. Easterlin and E. Crimmins. “Theoretical framework.” Pp. 12-31.
Mar 3

Review

***Mar 5
MIDTERM EXAM   ***
Mar 10, 12
No Class - SPRING BREAK

Mar 17, 19
Low Fertility Populations





S.P. Morgan and M.G. Taylor. “Low Fertility at the Turn of the Twenty-First Century.” Pp. 375-399. 
B.M. Torr and S.E. Short. “Second births and the second shift: Research notes on gender equity and fertility.” Pp. 109-130.
Mar 24, 26   
Cohabitation and Marriage







A.J. Cherlin. “The deinstitutionalization of marriage” Pp. 848-861.

P.J. Smock. “Cohabitation in the United States: An Appraisal of Research Themes, Findings, and Implications.” Pp. 1-20.
L.C. Sayer and S.M. Bianchi. “Women’s Economic Independence and the Probability of Divorce: A Review and Re-examination.” Pp. 906-943.
POPULATION AGING

Mar 31, Apr 2 
Population Aging






K. Kinsella and D.R. Phillips. “Global aging: The challenge of success.” Pp. 1-44.

Apr 7

AIDS









S. Gillespie et al. “Is poverty or wealth driving HIV transmission?” pp. 


S5-S16.

B. Zaba, A. Whiteside, and J.T. Boerma. “Demographic and socioeconomic impact of AIDS: taking stock of the empirical evidence.” Pp. S1-S7.
MIGRATION

Apr 9, 14 
Migration 

P. Martin and E. Midgley. “Immigration: shaping and reshaping America (2nd edition)” pp. 1-32.
D. Coleman. “Immigration and ethnic change in low-fertility countries: a third demographic transition.” Pp. 401-446.


Apr 16

In Class Video – “China: World in Balance”
***PAPER DUE APRIL 21***

Apr 21 
Urbanization








M.P. Brockerhoff. “An Urbanizing World.” Pp. 1-48.

POPULATION GROWTH AND THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT
Apr 23  
Population and Environment





B. O’Neil, F.L. MacKellar and W. Lutz. “The human population, economic development, and the environment.”
K.M. Leisinger, K. Schmitt, and R. Pandya-Lorch. “Assuring food security for a growing population.” Pp. 57-76.
Apr 28   Review
FINAL EXAM - TBA
