RACE & ETHNIC RELATIONS (SOC 006-401)
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Course Description

This course introduces students to the sociological study of race and ethnic relations. The
topics covered in this course include immigration, the experience of the second
generation, entrepreneurship, slums and ghettos, the urban “underclass’ debate, and the
endurance of inequality. Studentswill be encouraged to revisit what they think they know
about race, ethnicity, and inequality and to compare it with what the scientific evidence
demonstrates. We conclude the course by exploring how public policies and private
practices have created opportunities for some to the exclusion of others.

Students will take a midterm and final examination in class. The reading load is about
100-150 pages each week. The midterm examination accounts for 40, the final 50, and
class participation 10 percent of the final grade. More than one unexcused absence or
excessive tardiness will result in a grade reduction for the course.
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Part One: Thelmmigration Debate
Week 1 (September 7, 9): Huntington (2003); Portes & Rumbault (Ch. 1)
Week 2 (September 14, 16): Portes and Rumbault (Ch. 3, 4, 7, 8)
Part Two: Creatingor Findinga Job
Week 3 (September 21, 23): Light and Gold (Ch. 1-4)
Week 4 (September 28, 30): Light and Gold (Ch. 5-9)

Week 5 (October 5, 7): Basu and Werbner (2001); Silverman (1998); Grodsky and Pager
2001; Kirschenman and Neckerman (1991)

Week 6 (October 12, 14): Waldinger and Lichter (Ch 1-2) (Midterm 10/14)
Week 7 (October 19, 21): Waldinger and Lichter (Ch. 3-4, 6-8)
Week 8 (October 28): Pager (2003); Reskin (2004)
Part Three: Slumsand Ghettos
Week 9 (November 2, 4): Bourgoise (intro, Ch. 1-2)
Week 10 (November 9, 11): Bourgoise (Ch. 3-6)
Week 11 (November 16, 18): Massey and Denton (Ch. 1-4, 8)
Week 12 (November 23): Wilson (Ch. 1-2)
Week 13 (November 30, December 2): Wilson (Ch. 3-6)

Week 14 (December 7, 9): Review



