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Professor lan S. Lustick Office Hours, Monday 1:30-3:30
206 Stiteler Hall ilustick@sas.upenn.edu

Staff: Peter Funke (Head Teaching Assigtant); Ferdous Jahan, Taegun Moon; Andreas Ringstad;
Derek Santos, Todd Wolfson

Political Science 1
I ntroduction to the Study of Politics

Politicd Scienceisthe sysematic sudy of palitics and paliticd life. In thisintroduction to the
discipline we will study core concepts and traditiona gpproaches to fundamenta politica questions,
including the nature of palitica authority and palitica rights, the relationship between power and vaues
and between sdlf-interest and the common good, variation in the role and meaning of government, the
origins and dynamics of paliticd inditutions, and the nature of internationd politics. Subgantid
congderation will be given to contributions by classcd palitical thinkers aswell as contemporary
politica scientists. Attention will also be paid to how systematic study of politics can degpen our
understanding of complex public policy questions.

The course is divided into three parts of unequa length. Thefirgt part of the course is the longest
and will lagt until the mid-term examination. ltsfocuswill be on the politica philosophies and theories of
some of the greatest thinkers in the Western intellectud tradition. My lectures will assst you in your
reading of these classic texts, identifying problems, themes, theories, and arguments, examining how
different authors' ideas relate to one another, and highlighting their significance for understanding
contemporary politics. Inweekly discussion sections you will be asked to hold these texts to high
standards of precison. You will be helped to evaluate them as explanations for how politics works, and
provided with opportunities to do some palitica philosophy of your own.

In the next four weeks of the course we will sudy exemplar articles drawn from each of the four
most prominent subfields of political science: comparative palitics, internationa palitics, politica theory,
and American politics. Theselectures, and the readings assigned for them, will introduce you to the
broad range of scholarship produced by palitical scientists. In our consderation of these studies we will
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examine their relationship to current trends in the subfield from which they are drawn and to the larger
philosophica, conceptud, and methodol ogical issues sudied in the firgt portion of the course.

In the third section of the course, we will focus (briefly) on the meaning of public policy andysis
and debates, especidly in a democracy such asthe United States. Lectures and readings will be
designed to provide you with anadytic categories and ideas to consider as you prepare your paper for
the course. These papers will be written on the political philosophical commitments raised, exposed, or
chdlenged by James P. Gray in hisimportant book on drugs as a public policy problem in the United
States--Why Our Drug Laws Have Failed and What We Can Do About It by James P. Gray. The
short paper you will write for Political Science 1 will be aresponse to the argument and
recommendations of this book by drawing on the philosophicad and anaytic materias sudied in the
course. Soon after the mid-term examination a hand-out with detalled information concerning the paper
will be digtributed. Since the paper will ded directly with the Gray book, students are strongly advised
to read mogt if not al of Why Our Drug L aws Have Failed between the midterm examination and the
middle of April. Each student will be expected to work with higher teaching assgtant in the
development of the paper. My lectures during the last portion of the course will focus on tools
developed by political scientists to help understand the relationship between palitics and the policy-
meaking and policy-implementing process. Paperswill be due at 4 PM on the last day of classes—April
21. Teaching assstants will be authorized to agree to extensions in return for areduction in grade.

In addition to the mid-term examination and the paper, each student will take afinad examination.
Examinations will include both multiple choice and essay questions. Course grades will be computed
roughly asfollows

Mid-term Examination: 20%
Fnd Examination 30%
Paper 30%
Contribution to Discussion Section: 20%

Most of your reading is found in the following books required for purchase. They areto be
found in the Universty of Pennsylvania Bookstore.

Jene M. Porter (ed.) Classcsin Palitical Philosophy (Prentice Hall: 2000) Third Edition

James P. Gray, Why Our Drug Laws Have Failed and What We Can Do About It, Temple University
Press, 2001.

Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison, The Federalist, Modern Library College Edition.

Additiona required readings are posted on the Blackboard site for this course and are marked in
this syllabus with an asterisk (*).
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SCHEDULE OF THE COURSE

January 12: Introductory lecture: “Seeing Palitically, aBiblica Example’

CLASSICSOF POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

January 14 and 21: Plato, The Republic, Porter reader, pp. 2-100.

January 26: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, pp. 102-104; and The Palitics, Porter reader, pp. 120-
173.

January 28: Niccolo Machiavdli, The Prince, Porter reader, pp. 226-263.
February 2: Niccolo Machiaveli, * The Discourses (Selections at Black Board).
February 4: Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Porter reader, pp. 264-295.
February 9: Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Porter reader, pp. 299-328.

February 11. JeanJacques Rousseaul, Discourse on the Origin and Foundation of
Inequality among Men, Porter reader, pp. 381-406.

February 16: Jean-Jacques Rousseau, On the Socia Contract, Porter reader,
pp. 407-436.

February 18: The Federdigt, Declaration of Independence, pp. 619-622; Washington's L etter of
Trangmittal and the Congtitution of the United States, 585-604; Federalist papers 1 and
2.

February 23. The Federdigt, Federalist papers 6, 10, 15, 51, 85.
February 25: Karl Marx, The Communig Manifesto and other writings, Porter reader, pp.

544-557; 562-563; 568-588;
*two page conclusion to the Manifesto

March 1: REVIEW
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March 3: MID-TERM EXAMINATION

FOUR SUBFIELDS OF CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL SCIENCE

Comparative Palitics

March 15:  How arethe effects of palitical ingtitutionsinherited?

*Philip G. Roeder, “Soviet Federdism and Ethnic Mobilization,” World Politics 43 (January 1991), pp.
196-232.

March 17: Why arethereno Great Powersin the Middle East?

*lan S. Ludtick, “The Absence of Middle Eastern Great Powers. Politica ‘ Backwardness in Higtorica
Perspective,” Internationd Organization, VVol. 51, no. 4 (Autumn 1997) pp.653-83.

International Poalitics

Mar ch 22: When Does Nationalism Cause War ?

* Stephen van Evera, "Hypotheses on Nationalism and War," International Security, Vol. 18, no. 4
(Spring 1994) pp. 5-39.

March 24: |sthe World Becoming a Political Community?

*Ronnie D. Lipschutz, "Recongructing World Politics: The Emergence of Globa Civil Society,"
Millennium, Vol. 21, no. 3 (1992) pp. 389-420.

Political Theory

March 29: Should wetreat palitical life asnaturally in equilibrium or not?
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*James B. Murphy, "Rationd Choice Theory as Socid Physics™ in The Rational Choice Controversy:
Economic Models of Politics Reconsidered, Jeffrey Friedman (ed.), Yde Press, 1996.

March 31: Can aWoman Wear a Chador and Be Free?

*Nancy Hirschmann, “Eastern Veiling, Western Feminism, and the Problem of Free Agency”
Congdlations, Vol. 5, no. 3 (1998) pp. 345-368.
American Palitics

April 5. What Explains Variation in Amounts of Political Participation in American Politics?

*R. Douglas Arnold, The Logic of Congressona Action (1991) pp. 3-16.

* Steven Rosenstone and John Mark Hansen, Participation, Mobilization, and Democracy in
America (1993) Conclusion.

Arpil 7. What are Political Opinionsand How Can They Be Measured?

*Katherine Tate, “Black Opinion on the Legitimacy of Racid Redistreting and Minority-
Mgority Digricts,” American Politica Science Review, Vol. 97, no. 1 (February 2003) pp. 45-
56.

DILEMMAS AND TECHNIQUES OF PUBLIC POLICY

April 12: Factsand Valuesin Public Policy

*Woodrow Wilson, “The Study of Adminigtration,” Politica Science Quarterly, Val. 2, no. 1 (June
1887).

April 14: Plansvs. Political Markets

*David E. Lilienthd, “Planning and Planners” Chapter 18 in TVA: Democracy on the March
(1944).

*CharlesE. Lindblom, “The Science of Muddling Through,” Public Adminigration Review, Vol.
19 (Spring 1959) pp. 79-88.

April 19: Thelnteligence of Democracy in Historical Context
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*Thomas R. Hietda, “ Texas, the Black Peril, and Alternativesto Abalitionism,” in Manifest Desgn:
Anxious Aggrandizement in Late Jacksonian America (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1985)

pp. 10-54.

April 21: Isa Science of Politics Possible?

No Assgned Reading.



