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PLS 234:  
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

Major Cases 
 
 
Wk. 2, Jan. 13-15: Modern Liberalism versus Religion? 
 
Everson v. Board of Education 
Engel v. Vitale  
 
Wk. 4, Feb. 3-5: The Establishment Clause: Accommodation, and Equal Treatment 
 
Lemon v. Kurtzman 
Lynch v. Donnelly 
Allegheny County v. Greater Pittsburgh ACLU 
Edward v. Aguillard 
Wallace v. Jaffree 
Lee v. Weisman 
Rosenberger v. Rector of the University of Virginia  
Santa Fe Independent Sch. Dist. v. Doe 
Good News Club v. Milford Central School  
 
Wk. 5, Feb. 10-12: The Free Exercise of Religion 
 
Minersville School District v. Gobitis 
W. Virginia State Bd. of Education v. Barnette 
Sherbert v. Verner 
Wisconsin v. Yoder 
Thomas v. Review Board 
U.S. v. Lee 
Bob Jones University v. U.S. 
Goldman v. Weisberg 
Employment Division, Oregon Dept. of Human Resources v. Smith 
Boerne v. Flores 
 
Wk. 6, Feb.17-19: Takings of Economic Liberties 
 
Pennsylvania Coal Co. v. Mahon 
Keystone Bituminous Coal Assn. v. DeBenedic tis 
Penn Central Transportation v. New York City 
Nollan v. California Coastal Commission 
Dolan v. City of Tiggard 
Hawaii Housing Authority v. Midkiff  
 
Wk. 7, Feb. 24-26: Free Speech and National Security  
 
Schenck v. U.S. 
Abrams v. U.S. 



Gitlow v. New York 
Whitney v. California  
Dennis v. U.S. 
Yates v. U.S. 
Brandenburg v. Ohio 
Texas v. Johnson  
  
Wk. 8, Mar. 3-5: Obscene and Offensive Speech. 
 
Roth v. United States 
Miller v. Georgia  
Paris Adult Theatre I v. Slaton 
New York v. Ferber 
Cohen v. California  
R.A.V. v. St. Paul 
Wisconsin v. Mitchell 
FCC v. Pacifica Foundation 
Reno v. ACLU 
 
 Wk. 9, Mar. 17-19: Life, Liberty, and Privacy 
 
Buck v. Bell 
Stanley v. Georgia  
Paul v. Davis 
Griswold v. Connecticut 
Cruzan by Cruzan v. Director, Missouri Department of Health 
Vacco v. Quill 
Bowers v. Hardwick 
  
Wk. 10, Mar. 24-26: Incorporation, Inequality, and Criminal Justice  
 
Powell v. Alabama 
Palko v. Connecticut 
Adamson v. California 
Duncan v. Louisiana  
  
Wk. 11, Mar. 31-Apr. 2: The Fourth Amendment, Crime, and National Security 
 
Zadvydas v.  Davis 
Appeals Court Ruling, Hamdi Case 
Olmstead v. U.S. 
Katz v. U.S. 
     
Wk. 12, Apr. 7-9: The Exclusionary Rule; Exceptions to the Warrant Requirement 
 
Weeks v. U.S.  
Mapp v. Ohio 
Stone v. Powell 
U.S. v. Leon/Mass. v. Sheppard 



Terry v. Ohio 
Chimel v. California 
Coolidge v. New Hampshire 
U.S. v. Ross 
California v. Ciraolo 
U.S. v. Sokolow 
 
Wk. 13, Apr. 14-16: The Right to Silence, the Right to Counsel, and the Right to Civil Trials 
 
Mallory v. U.S. 
Gideon v. Wainwright 
Escobedo v. Illinois 
Miranda v. Arizona 
Dickerson v. U.S. 
Oregon v. Elstad 
Ex rel. Quirin 
 
Wk. 14, Apr. 15-Apr. 18: The Killing Amendments 
 
Furman v. Georgia  
Gregg v. Georgia  
McCleskey v. Kemp 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


